Press Release

From True Crime in Australia and Germany’s Far Right to Gender
Affirming Surgeries in the 1970s and Vertical Romcoms: 18 International
Series Projects Selected for the Seriesly Berlin Pitches 2026

Berlin, 20 August 2026. The projects selected for this year's Seriesly Berlin Project Pitches have
been revealed. A selection of 18 outstanding international series projects will take the stage
during the Seriesly Berlin Conference on 15-16 September 2026 at Fotografiska Berlin, as
part of the third edition of Seriesly Berlin (14—17 September 2026). From Latvia and Ireland through
Germany, across Europe to North and South America, and on to Australia, the selected projects
explore self-expression, identity, friendship, family and different forms of love, alongside stories
rooted in very different local realities.

“With more than 250 submissions, making this year's selection was anything but easy,” says
Dennis Ruh, Festival Director of Seriesly Berlin. “What stood out was how strongly many of the
projects engage with the world we are living in right now. Creators are responding to political and
social realities, but they are doing so through deeply personal stories. At the same time, there is
plenty of humour and optimism in the selection. These are very different stories, but many of them
have the potential to resonate far beyond the places they come from.”

For the first time, the pitching programme will span three different categories, reflecting different
stages of development as well as changing formats of serial storytelling. On 15 September, the
Seriesly Berlin Writers' Pitch will introduce original projects in early stages of development, while
the Seriesly Berlin Co-Production Pitch will showcase more advanced projects with production
companies attached that are looking for co-producers, financing and international partners. On 16
September, the programme expands with the new Vertical Drama Pitch, dedicated to projects
exploring storytelling for vertical and digital formats.

Selected creators and producers will present their projects to an international industry audience.
For producers looking for new projects or co-production opportunities, as well as broadcasters,
streamers, sales agents, distributors and financiers searching for fresh voices and upcoming
series, the pitches offer a chance to discover projects at different stages of development, meet
their creators in person and become part of their journey towards production and international
circulation.

Seriesly Berlin Co-Production Pitch: seven projects looking for international partners

HAVE YOU SEEN SABINE? (WT, Australia/Germany), developed by Australian producer Susan
Schmidt and Avenue Road Productions, draws on writer Virginia Peters' seven-year investigation
into the 2005 murder of a German backpacker in Australia. | AM GOD (Germany) brings award-
winning German director Hanna Doose (DUST ON OUR HEARTS, KISS MY WOUNDS) together
with Mayana Films producers Zorana MuSiki¢ and May Odeh, whose recent co-productions include
Cannes Critics' Week Grand Prize winner A USEFUL GHOST, turning a spiritual festival on the
German-Polish border into an ensemble dramedy about healing and reinvention. JOURNEY TO
THE WEST (Germany/Czech Republic/Slovakia) comes from Czech-Viethnamese filmmaker
Duzan Duong, whose debut feature SUMMER SCHOOL, 2001 won the Czech Lion and Czech
Film Critics’ Award for Best Screenplay. Based on oral histories of the Vietnamese diaspora in the
former Eastern Bloc, the anthology has a Czech broadcaster attached for co-development.



SMALL DEATH IN LISBON (Portugal) is created by British author Robert Wilson who adapts his
own novel, who won the CWA Gold Dagger and the German Crime Prize, and is developed by
SPi, the company behind GLORIA, Netflix's first Portuguese original series, with GLORIA creator
Pedro Lopes among the writers. THE FALLEN (WT, Germany) unites writer Janett Lederer with
award-winning MILK TEETH director Sophia Bdsch (IFFR Big Screen Competition 2024) and
OKSUPERDANKE producers Linda Hartogs and Dominik Eder (DEAR BEAUTIFUL BELOVED,
Locarno 2024 & Austrian Film Award 2025) for a story of female friendship in a Catholic home for
unmarried pregnant women in 1978. THE MAN BEHIND A MASK (Latvia), from Anna Kalnina and
producer Serge Serpuhovs (Baltic Pine Films) and developed through MIDPOINT Series Launch,
is a Cold War thriller echoing the career of Latvian surgeon Viktors Kalnbérzs, who performed the
Soviet Union's first gender-affirming surgery in Riga in the early 1970s.

VAMOS (ltaly), a sports dramedy from Berlinale Talents 2026 participant and American Film
Institute alumnus Fabrizio Muscia, taps into the rise of padel — now played by some 38 million
people worldwide — through an ageing tennis pro forced into the one sport he despises.

Seriesly Berlin Writers' Pitch: seven original projects at an early stage

Two projects follow men marked by war and the loyalties it forces on them: BLACK VALLEY
(Ireland) pairs Irish actor-writer Michael Patric (THE QUIET GIRL) with US writer-producer Ted
Sullivan (STAR TREK: DISCOVERY, RIVERDALE, SUPERGIRL) and producer Mairtin de Barra
of Tailored Films (HOKUM, SXSW 2026) for the story of an unlikely friendship between a
traumatised former Army Ranger and a refugee from Sierra Leone.

Two projects engage with Germany's far right: THE VERDICT (DAS URTEIL, Germany), from Ali
Hakim (BONNIE & BONNIE), Max Konig and Sandra Miller, joins Hakim + Koénig Film together
with East Gate Filmproduction, ndF's new Halle-based subsidiary and follows a defence attorney
in Chemnitz taking on a case a whole city has already decided about who is guilty. THE
BASEBALL BAT YEARS (BASEBALLJAGERJAHRE, Germany), from Venezuelan screenwriter
and ifs Serial Storyteling alumnus Jorge Patifio, plays on the German term
“Baseballschlagerjahre” depicting far-right and racist violence in Germany’s post-reunification
years. The psychological thriller about a closeted man in a neo-Nazi cell who fathers a son through
rape draws a line from the neo-Nazi violence of 1992 to online radicalisation in 2022.

BLOODY BAY (United Kingdom), from London-based writer-producer Olga Rozanova (HOPE,
shortlisted for Sundance Development Track) was developed through MIDPOINT Series Launch),
traps four fifty-somethings, a new baby and one explosive secret aboard a 48-foot boat. DOGGY
STYLE (ltaly) is a multilingual mockumentary from German director, writer and photographer
Marlon Riberg (visual credits include Gucci, Alexander McQueen and director of ZDF's STAY
LIVE) about eight dog parents, one threatened park and a revolution nobody is qualified to lead.
And GOOD GODMOTHER (Serbia), from Belgrade-based animation creators Nick Strutinski and
Kirill Semiletov, sends a former Fairy Godmother into practice as a therapist to fairytale characters
— against a mafia-like syndicate built on the magic business. HANDS UP (USA), from Neta
Weiner, Samira Saraya and award-winning Israeli showrunner Michal Cooper Keren, is rooted in
of Weiner and Saraya's own work through the multilingual Jewish-Arab hip-hop collective System
Ali: a Berlin-set musical drama about an Israeli rapper and a Palestinian singer under growing
political pressure.



Seriesly Berlin Vertical Drama Pitch: four projects for the vertical screen

DEEP FAKE (France), from Serial Eyes alumna Madeleine Féret-Fleury and Cédriane Fossat, is
a 30-part romcom-thriller about a French-Korean influencer whose #30DatesIn30Days challenge
turns sinister when a fake account takes over her identity. JUST DO IT (EINFACH MA MACHEN,
Germany), from Annekathrin Bach, Sophia Hein and Mirko Muhshoff — whose mockumentary
IRGENDWAS MIT MEDIEN was nominated for the 2024 Grimme Award — sends an overconfident
influencer into local politics across 20 fast-paced 100-second episodes. WHAT WE SEE
(Germany), from Berlin-based journalist and former TV news executive producer Kate Mar, is a
50-part vertical social thriller in which the public reaches a verdict on a suspicious death long before
investigators do. And WORTH TO KNOW (Argentina/Germany/Spain), from Berlin-based
Argentinian Elda Broglio and Luz Orlando Brennan (THE STAR | LOST, Best Director at the 2025
Chelsea Film Festival), turns the awkward questions of two new stepsisters twenty years apart into
28 four-minute episodes.

The projects of the Writers and Co-production Pitch compete for the Seriesly Berlin Co-Production
Pitch Award as well as the Seriesly Berlin Writers’ Pitch Award, The juries comprise among others
writer Anna Winger (UNORTHODOX, TRANSATLANTIC), director Mattie Do (THE LONG WALK),
agent Silke Bacher (Homebase Kiinstleragentur) and producer Fleur Winter (THE CRASH, HEIRS
OF THE NIGHT, DOME 16).

Through a new partnership with Cine Chromatix, the winning project presented in the Co-
Production Pitch Selection will receive an in-kind post-production award worth €25,000 for colour
grading services. The pitching programme is organised in partnership with the European Writers
Desk and Creative Europe MEDIA Desk.

Alongside the general pitch awards, the SteinbrennerMiiller Award will once again honour one
German-language project from the Co-Production Pitch and the Writers' Pitch that, in the opinion
of the jury, has the greatest potential to be successful with audiences. They will receive a
communications concept from the Berlin-based PR agency of the same name for the production
phase worth €2,000 each.

Please find an overview with all 18 participating projects here.

Accreditation applications for industry professionals, talents, students, and press are now open at
www.serieslyberlin.com.

More program details will be published soon.

Seriesly Berlin is funded by Medienboard Berlin-Brandenburg. Fotografiska Berlin is main
partner. Hotel partners are 25hours Hotel Bikini Berlin and The Hoxton, Charlottenburg. Media
partner is Deadline.
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