Press Release

Seriesly Berlin Unveils First Conference Speakers and
Opening Series

¢ Matthieu Thollin, Chief Operating Officer of Mediawan International, joins the
Seriesly Berlin Conference for a fireside chat

e German-Czech dramedy JOSSI celebrates world premiere as opening series on
Monday, 14 September

o Seriesly Creators track opens with a case study on “Splash House” and a
panel about the rise of in-house creator units

e Call for Participation for the European consultation “Stories at Risk”

o Early Bird accreditation closes 10 August 2026

Berlin, 5 August 2026. Seriesly Berlin announces the first speakers for this year's Conference
alongside the series that will open the festival. Matthieu Thollin, newly appointed Chief Operating
Officer of Mediawan International, joins the Seriesly Berlin Conference (15-16 September) for a
fireside chat. Seriesly Berlin Premieres opens on Monday, 14 September, with the world
premiere of the first three episodes of JOSSI, a German-Czech dramedy from creator Dimitrij
Schaad with Jannik Schiimann and Nilam Farooq produced by Odeon Fiction for SWR and
ARTE. Early Bird accreditation for the Seriesly Berlin Conference closes on 10 August 2026. The
conference and many of the Seriesly Berlin Premieres will take place at Fotografiska Berlin, the
iconic museum gallery space and cultural venue. More at: serieslyberlin.com.

Fireside chat with Matthieu Thollin, COO of Mediawan International

Seriesly Berlin will welcome Matthieu Thollin, Chief Operating Officer of Mediawan International,
for a fireside chat following his appointment in June 2026. His appointment comes as Mediawan
celebrates its tenth anniversary. Today, the leading European independent studio brings together
nearly 100 production companies across 15 countries, producing more than 450 titles each year
while operating across the entire value chain from production and distribution to broadcasting.

The conversation is shaped by Mediawan'’s vision of an ecosystem of entrepreneurial production
companies — one that combines creative independence with collaboration across borders. In his
new role, Matthieu Thollin is responsible for strengthening collaboration and co-production across
Mediawan’s international ecosystem of production companies. He also coordinates the activity of
the labels internationally, particularly in Europe and Africa, alongside Elisabeth d’Arvieu,
Mediawan’s Group Chief Content Officer and CEO of Mediawan Pictures. This offers a perspective
on how intellectual property, creative talent and international partnerships are shaping the next
chapter of European scripted content.

As the European audiovisual industry continues to redefine models for collaboration and financing,
Thollin’s perspective reflects the opportunities and challenges of bringing together creative
entrepreneurship, international partnerships and locally rooted storytelling — issues that are
increasingly shaping the future of Europe’s scripted content landscape.
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Seriesly Creators with case study on ,,Splash House“ and panel exploring how major
production houses are building their own creator units

Seriesly Creators, the conference track dedicated to the business of creator IP, platform
entertainment and new series models, features a case study on the major German creator event
~oplash House“ presented by Henrik Wittmann, Director of LEONINE C_ and Laura Caciauna,
recent winner of the German Entertainment Award (VFF Best Talent). LEONINE C_is a new unit
within LEONINE Studios focused on creator entertainment, branded content and digital formats.

~Splash House", developed and produced by the Digital-Unit of i&u Studios, now being folded into
LEONINE C _, is a major German creator event series bringing together leading TikTok creators
and their communities . Combining live entertainment, creator culture and social media, it creates
an immersive experience both on site and across digital platforms, and has established itself as
one of Germany’s leading TikTok creator events with more than 225 million views on TikTok,
Instagram, YouTube and Twitch for its second season.

The following panel examines a broader industry trend: major production companies are
positioning subsidiaries and labels as a bridge to the creator economy. Henrik Wittmann is joined
by Kai Fischer, Head of Constantin Creators at Constantin Entertainment where he has built a
business unit that treats content as a whole system of content, distribution and monetization —
increasingly Al-supported. Formats are developed jointly with brands, creators and platforms from
the outset, with clear rights and revenue structures.

Stories at Risk: Call for Participation Now Open until 10 August

Stories at Risk: Cultural Diversity, Democracy and Debate on Screen is a European consultation
and think tank project developed by Seriesly Berlin, exploring the conditions for creative freedom,
cultural diversity and storytelling in European Series.

The Call for Participation invites writers, producers, broadcasters, streaming platforms, festivals
and markets, film commissions, funding bodies and other public institutions to take part in the
anonymous consultation, which takes approximately 10-15 minutes and remains open until 10
August 2026 under https://survey.lamapoll.de/Stories-at-Risk/en. Findings will feed into the Stories
at Risk online Think Tank sessions and will be presented at Seriesly Berlin as well as published in
an executive summary.

The initiative has been selected for sponsorship by the Council of Europe’s Pilot Programme for
Series Co-Productions and is supported by a Europe-wide network of leading festivals, markets,
professional associations and industry organisations.
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Seriesly Berlin Premieres opens with the world premiere of the German-Czech dramedy
JOSSI

Starring Jannik Schimann (“Sisi”, “Monster Hunter”), Nilam Farooq (“Where’s Wanda?”, “Call My
Agent Berlin”) and Thomas Loibl (“Conclave”, “Toni Erdmann”), the German-Czech culture-clash
dramedy JOSSI celebrates its world premiere with the first three episodes on Monday evening, 14
September, at Seriesly Berlin Premieres. Created by actor Dimitrij Schaad (“Kleo”, “The Kangaroo
Chronicles”), with Jonas Zimmermann as head writer, written by Leo Khasin and Andrej Sorin and
directed by Wolfgang Groos, the six-part series was shot in and around Prague and is produced
by Odeon Fiction for SWR and ARTE, ahead of its broadcast premiere on ARTE and in the ARD
in fall 2026.

Ambitious actor Wanja (Jannik Schiimann) has hit rock bottom — he now works and lives in an
escape room. His parents, Boris (Rezo Tschchikwischwili) and Sveta (Marina Weis), run a Russian
restaurant that they can only save from bankruptcy by falsifying financial statements and
counterfeiting caviar. When an international streaming service announces an open call for a major
film production directed by American star director Sam Rosenberg (Thomas Loibl) — a role that,
due to diversity guidelines, can only be cast with a Jewish actor — Wanja lies without hesitation,
claiming to be one. What could possibly go wrong? If only it weren’t for his Jewish co-star, Dana
Gold (Nilam Farooq), who he also finds very likable.

Accreditation applications for industry professionals, talents, students, and press are now open at
www.serieslyberlin.com. Early Bird rates are available until 10 August, 2026.

More program details will be published soon.

Seriesly Berlin is funded by Medienboard Berlin-Brandenburg. Fotografiska Berlin is main partner.
Hotel partners are 25hours Hotel Bikini Berlin and The Hoxton, Charlottenburg.
Media partner is Deadline.
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